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City of Olmsted Falls 
Minutes of a Special Council Meeting 

Wednesday, October 30, 2019, at Olmsted Falls City Hall 

26100 Bagley Road – Council Chambers, 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

Council President Paul Stibich called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Roll call was conducted.  

Councilmen Lori Jones, Cornel Munteanu, Ed Gorski, Denise Nicolay Terry Duncan, and Lee 

Fenrich were present.   

 

NEW BUSINESS  

 

An appeal of Architectural Board of Review decision on September 12, 2019 regarding the Library 

Steak House located at 7850 Main Street. The Board denied the owner’s request to amend its July 12, 

2018 decision regarding window framing. ABR decided the request as follows: “A motion to deny 

window request for amendment to ABR’s decision – ABR does not have the authority to amend.”  

 

Mr. Stibich indicated that this is a public hearing for the petitioner and any other interested party to 

talk to Council regarding their decisions.  

 

Josh Lorek, 19273 Coffinberry Blvd, Fairview Park, stated that he will be letting his builder 

discuss this issue.   He stated that he purchased the library building from the City a few years ago and 

it has been quite an undertaking working with the historic review board which he does respect and 

wants to make sure he is doing something meaningful for the city and the area.  As he shared with 

Council two years ago he had several architects tell him to knock down the building because they 

believed there should be no way to attempt to do what they wanted to do.  He is somewhat not in 

disagreement now with what has been unpeeled in the building but we have made it work and have 

done so at considerable expense, probably to the tune of approximately $500,000 in purchase and 

expenditures in the amount of about $300,000.  He does not know if people realize the undertaking, 

he has had to take to meet some of the historical restrictions.  He feels that some mistakes have been 

made along the way both on his end, which he admitted to at the ABR meeting on July 12th and some 

things at the city level but again we have plowed through.  He is hoping that Council will grant some 

leniency with what is being asked for tonight as it would be quite an expensive and he is unsure if he 

would be able to entertain potentially going forward because it could be another $70,000 to change 

the windows.   

 

John Nash, 2425 Deerfield, Avon, stated that he owns Nash Project Management and Mr. Lorek hired 

him during the winter as he was struggling with the permit process and getting everything approved.  

He indicated that he has known Mr. Lorek for about 20 years.  He was not available during the ABR 

meetings or any part of this project at that point.  When he became involved prints were already done 

and he helps facilitate getting everything approved and running the construction.  When it came time 

for the windows, the plans call for a Marvin window. He spoke with Mr. Lorek and indicated to him 

that the plans call for Marvin windows, or equal, and Mr. Lorek indicated that he wanted a nice 

quality window.  There are Pella Pro-Line and Anderson 200 series and then there is the Marvin 

window.  He has installed all of these years in his 20 years of construction and has had some issues 
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with the Marvin windows.  The Pella Pro-Line window has a class action lawsuit against the windows 

for construction issues.  He used the Anderson 200 series before and has them installed in his home, 

they are great windows.  He stated that Mr. Lorek asked if the window had wood on the inside and he 

informed him that there is wood on the inside.  He thought everything was fine.  He reviewed the 

rules for the historical board and no where does it state that you cannot have vinyl windows, and even 

states that you can have a vinyl storm window.  Again, nothing triggered him to suggest he could not 

move forward with these windows, therefore they were ordered and once they were installed he 

received an email from the building department indicating that the windows could not be used.  We 

therefore went before the ABR and were denied an amendment.  During that meeting he did speak 

with them regarding the historical guidelines which are dated 1999.  When he asked Mrs. Tomasch 

regarding the vinyl windows not being included in the guidelines she indicated that everyone knows 

that but he does not know that.  He indicated that Mr. Martin informed him that it was included in the 

buildable material section, which he asked for, but was informed that they do not have that in 

document form.  Again, we are culpable and a mistake was made but we tried to be judicious with our 

process of going and purchasing nice quality windows.  He stated that Mr. Lorek has gone above and 

beyond in this project to salvage the historical nature and it is quite an undertaking.  He stated that 

Mr. Lorek is not a construction guy but for what we going through to keep this building versus 

demolishing it and building something new, the windows is the least of our problems, there are 

structural issues, getting everything to function properly.  Mr. Lorek is spending a lot of extra money 

to keep that hallmark building. He stated that he is asking for a little leniency and does apologize for 

having to request this appeal hearing.  He indicated that Mr. Lorek trusted him with this project and 

he has failed him because he cannot get the windows and now we are a good three months behind. He 

brought samples of the windows that he spoke about and distributed those samples to Council.  

 

Mr. Nash indicated that the window is a wood window with a vinyl wrap on the outside, it is not a 

vinyl replacement window that is 100% vinyl.  Mr. Fenrich stated that he is a carpenter/contractor 

and has been in business for 50 years and he does use Pella and Anderson windows.  He stated that he 

contacted his sales rep from Pella, he did not tell him the circumstances of the call, just inquired the 

price of a Pro-Line 450 series and his exact words were “the 450 series has been replaced with the 

Lifestyle series which is the exact same window.”  The reason these were replaced was because they 

did have problems with the aluminum cladding coming off of the windows, this problem has been 

corrected.  He indicated that he called a second Pella dealer to be sure and he answered the question 

the exact same way.  It is the same window but just under a different name.  He also asked for the 

cost of a 40” x 5’ window and the price received from Pella was $569.00 and 84 Lumber gave him a 

quote of $409.11 for the exact same size window.  He asked if was cost the drove the decision of the 

windows.   

 

Mr. Fenrich stated that in the meeting minutes of June 14th the vinyl windows were presented to ABR 

but Ms.  Tomasch missed it and then he appeared on July 12th.  The minutes state “Chair Tomasch 

spoke to Mr. Lorek and he stated that he would never put vinyl windows in this building” and then 

vinyl windows were installed.  He stated that is his argument on ABR’s behalf.  His argument on the 

behalf of Mr. Lorek is that he is correct, there is nothing in the guidelines that says you cannot use a 

vinyl window.  The meeting minutes may be 100% of what took place but from what he has heard 

after asking questions there are comments that were not relayed in the minutes so those comments 

may not be accurate.  He stated that one of the questions he sought an answer to was why vinyl 

windows were not recommended.  After speaking with one of the suppliers the answer he received 

was that because most of the windows are made of pine and since people are trying to grow a 40 foot 

tree in an hour and half they force feed the trees and the grains are far apart as opposed to old growth 
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pine.  He said that the pine has a tendency to twist and the vinyl does not keep them from twisting 

and has a tendency to crack and come off, he has not seen that happen.  He asked Ms. Tomasch 

whose guidelines she was using.  Ms. Tomasch replied Department of Interior, we also follow some 

of the Ohio state guidelines and they fall under the Department of Interior, for day-to-day help we call 

the Cleveland Restoration Society who also abides by the Department of Interior.  Mr. Fenrich asked 

whose responsibility is it for those guidelines to show up in the city’s guidelines.  Ms. Tomasch 

replied it is the ABR’s responsibility.  We took this task in hand two years ago with the past 

administration indicating that the board desperately needed the guidelines updated.  We understand 

that they are outdated.  The prior administration started the ball rolling but ABR was never invited to 

the table.  She believes at the last meeting that the prior mayor held ABR was given a copy of these 

guidelines and she hopes that the Clerk has those.  Ms. Tomasch also stated that the guidelines have 

never been amended and was never followed through, they were being reviewed by Council, which 

was the last she heard.  The ABR board is very aware that their guidelines need to be updated.   

 

Mr. Fenrich indicated that he is slightly torn between Mr. Lorek’s comment that he would never 

install vinyl windows and the fact that there is nothing in the guidelines that says you cannot use 

vinyl.   

 

Mr. Lorek indicated that he does not like be quoted outside of a meeting and feels like his relationship 

with Mrs. Tomasch, his friendship stand point from 40 years prior, maybe allows her to say that she 

could report that.  Mr. Fenrich indicated that the comment was recorded in the minutes of the ABR 

meeting.  Mr. Lorek indicated that she made a statement in a written correspondence that was taken 

from outside of the meeting.  He indicated that Ms. Tomasch contacted him and indicated that 

something had slipped and was in regard to the 4” versus 6” siding.  He indicated that the only thing 

he thinks of regarding vinyl windows are the windows that were in the building and were vinyl on 

both sides, that is his interpretation of a vinyl window.  When he spoke with Mr. Nash, he informed 

him that the window had to be wood.  He does not believe that the board would have mis-stepped and 

approved a vinyl window.  Mr. Fenrich indicated that he is happy to hear that because he did not want 

to believe that Mr. Lorek was trying to give Ms. Tomasch a story.  Mr. Lorek indicated that his 

interpretation of vinyl windows are the ones that he removed from the building which was vinyl on 

both sides.  There were approximately five different types of windows that he removed.  He stated 

that every aspect of this building we’ve done overkill so to say that he short sighted the windows he 

did not.  He will be $700,000 to $800,000 deep into this building so to worry about $100 difference in 

windows is not the case.  Mr. Fenrich indicated that this was just a example window.  Mr. Lorek 

reiterated that his interpretation of a vinyl window is vinyl on both sides and a cheap window which 

he can see the point with that.  He stated that the vinyl clad window was created four years prior to 

the aluminum clad and has no idea why this is such a thing.  If you look at the list from the historical 

preservation from the City of Columbus there is list after list and they don’t see the difference 

between vinyl versus aluminum clad windows.  He has six or seven examples of that and he feels that 

it somewhat arbitrary to the people on the ABR board and again it is not in writing and his builder 

references the guidelines and now he is being told that something from 1995 is dictating.  He 

indicated that it was repeated at the ABR meeting that the guidelines need to be updated which is not 

what he wants to hear when he is $500,000 deep.  Now, what other aspect will he have to deal with 

two months further down the road.  Mr. Fenrich indicated that he appreciates everything Mr. Lorek 

has just stated.  

 

Mr. Nash indicated that there are construction reasons that he likes these particular windows which 

has nothing to do with the financial end of the windows, these are just better windows.  Mr. Fenrich 
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indicated that in his opinion one window is a Cadillac and the other a Lincoln.  Mr. Nash indicated 

that vinyl windows were removed from this building and not good vinyl windows.  The windows you 

do not want to see in this building were in the building.  They are still sitting at the site.   

 

Mr. Stibich indicated that Mr. Lorek is being asked to remove the windows and replace them with 

aluminum clad windows.  He asked if there was any type of resale value to the windows that would 

need to be removed.  Mr. Nash indicated that the manufacturer will not take the windows back and he 

does not believe anyone will want to purchase the windows.  Mr. Stibich asked what the cost would 

be to remove and replace.  Mr. Nash indicated that he believes it would be approximately $70,000.  It 

is labor intensive to install and worse to remove them.  Mr. Stibich asked how many windows would 

need to be replaced.  Mr. Nash replied 25 and they are large windows.  He stated that the windows 

should already be stoned and the building sided but the project is on hold waiting for a decision 

regarding the windows.  There is stone to wrap around the building which he does not want to install 

in the winter because construction costs for installing stone in the winter is a lot more than doing the 

same installation in the summer.  There is a huge financial impact that this issue has already had on 

the project.   Mr. Stibich stated that Mr. Lorek indicated that construction has been delayed three 

months and asked if he was able to do anything else to the building until this issue is resolved.  Mr. 

Lorek indicated that he was not issue a cease order he was informed that the windows had to be 

removed but he could not side the building.   

 

David Grace, 28318 West Oviatt, Bay Village stated that he works on the restaurant side of the 

business with Mr. Lorek.  He indicated that the goal was to get it up and running as quickly as 

possible, in the proper way, because the city does not want to have a building just sitting there, and 

every day that it sits is a financial burden on the company.  The idea was to open during the winter 

because they wanted to be able to service the community in a great way.  We did not want to open in 

the middle of summer when we know the area is booming. Opening in the winter gives us 

operationally a little time to get our feet underneath us so we can start slower and increase in the 

summer once we know the area.  There is a lot of different variables other than just replacing the 

windows the time line is very important.  

 

Mrs. Tomasch stated that from the very beginning the City of Olmsted Falls and ABR has been very 

excited about this library being repurposed.  It is the ultimate goal of heritage buildings and to find a 

purpose for them and to make it profitable for someone or to make a good home for someone.  We 

were doubly excited when we found out that two native sons were coming back, one being a partial 

owner the other being the contractor, who understand this city and its history.  We were really excited 

to have people come back to start a new business in this town.  She would like to give a short 

background history on the building itself.  The old library building has been part of our city’s life for 

about 185 years.  It was built as the home of Newton P. Loomis who was the son of Joseph Olmsted 

Loomis in 1834.  The Loomis family built the first planning mill in Olmsted Falls and factory on 

Plum Creek. This lumber was used to build the very first school house from this planning mill in 

Olmsted Falls.  It was powered by the water fall for which our city is named.  The current site of this 

building is the third location for this house, she does not know why it was moved so often, but this 

was the yankee character of the people that settled our community, you never throw away, you 

always repurposed.  Hard work went into every material that was manufactured at that time, it was 

sweat and tears.  The second site it was placed on was the property that is now the Community 

Church.  The Community Church offered the house for a library because Olmsted Falls did not have a 

library building.  The library was originally housed in the old union hall, then moved to Bonzi Hall, 

old Council Chambers on the second floor because they had no building.  The Community Church 
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offered it to the city as a library building, the Village at the time, the city today, donated the site 

where it currently stands and $1,000 to get the building started.  There were many donations from the 

people of Olmsted Falls in both money and books.  You won’t know this name but if you are a long 

time resident, Kinley Shogren, a prominent local artist donated a painting of the old Union School 

which was raffled to raise funds for the library.  This library did not open until June 5, 1955.  This is 

the last historic building in the city’s National Register Business District to be renovated and 

repurposed as a business.  There are two residences still in this area but this is the last commercial 

building to go through this process of turning itself into a profitable business.   

 

She stated that the very first responsibility of the ABR is to preserve the distinctive character of 

Olmsted Falls and promote compatible development therein. The Board is also charged with 

promoting economic growth.  We also are to protect the public health, safety and welfare by 

maintaining and promoting a high character of community development by protecting real estate in 

the City from impairment or destruction of value by regulating buildings in our city to the proper 

principles of architectural design.  The Board will seek to promote the highest aesthetic quality of 

construction by approved the type of construction and materials used and by also the placement of 

this building and the features on a site.  

 

The process and the duty of this Board includes a Certificate of Appropriateness from the ABR is 

required for exterior alterations within all historic districts.  Building permits are not issued without a 

Certificate of Appropriateness.  The Board makes its decisions using the city’s design guidelines 

which are based on the U.S. Department of Interior Historic preservation standards as well as those of 

the State of Ohio and the Cleveland Restoration Society.  These guidelines are incorporated in the 

City’s Codified Ordinances as 1444.09. The Board has only two actions that it can take, it can 

approve a Certificate of Appropriateness, meaning that the building materials and site are within our 

guidelines or it can deny them.  We do not have the power to change our decision or amend our 

decision.  An applicant has the right to appeal our decision to Council.  ABR has the say but Council 

has the power to accept or decision or to overturn our decision.  She believes that was mentioned 

during this evening.  She indicated that Council would have been disgusted with the board if they 

would have taken that power in their hands as it was not our authority.  The ABR guidelines were 

established in 1995 and should be updated for increased clarity.  Under subsection “Windows” the 

language does not explicitly state that vinyl windows are inappropriate.  However, throughout the 

language of the guidelines vinyl is never listed as an appropriate building material.  In subsection 

“Wood Frame Walls” it states as inappropriate vinyl and aluminum are contemporary materials that 

are inconsistent with the character of historic districts.   

 

Mr. Lorek indicated that the ABR board did approve vinyl for his project.  Mrs. Tomasch asked what 

portion of the project.  Mr. Fenrich asked Mrs. Tomasch to continue first and then ask questions.  

 

Mrs. Tomasch stated that the most current U.S. Department of the Interior guidelines state that vinyl 

windows and vinyl clad windows are inappropriate.  More importantly, the Olmsted Falls 

Architectural Review Board has never issued a Certificate of Appropriateness for vinyl or vinyl clad 

windows in the historic districts since the current guidelines were established in 1995, never have we 

found them appropriate.  Our record is consistent on this point.  They have been overturned by 

Council, the Board has never issued a Certificate of Appropriateness for vinyl or vinyl clad windows.  

 

She stated that timeline of steakhouse and the board, which has already been discussed.  The Board 

came in with architectural drawings on April 12, 2018 really professional done, it was so exciting.  
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Mr. Lorek presented a three-ring binder and every single item was listed, what materials they planned 

to use, their windows were the Pella Pro-Line 450 series windows.  On June 14th there was a long 

discussion about the architectural rendering, suggestions were made by the architect.  She indicated 

that Mr. Lorek and his staff made those changes to their credit and it is a beautiful building and he is 

to be congratulated for the work he has done and should be proud of that work.  On June 14th ABR 

approved the revised design to the building, the siding, trim, colors, gutters and downspouts, but did 

not take action on the windows.  On July 12, 2018 Mr. Lorek applied for ABR approval of the Pella 

Pro-Line 450 windows, an all wood window with aluminum clad exterior that had been the window 

of choice in their original proposal and is approved by the Department of Interior.  The ABR on that 

night issued a Certificate of Appropriateness for these windows.  September 12, 2019, this is the first 

time ABR met with the Old Library Steakhouse since the last meeting.  In the interim vinyl clad 

windows were installed in the Old Library Steakhouse, the contractor requested ABR amend their 

decision, which we have already discussed and we did not feel it was within their authority to do so.  

If they had come back with a request to put in an all wood vinyl window the answer would have been 

that it is an inappropriate window and ABR cannot approve.   

 

Mr. Stibich indicated that Mr. Lorek mentioned that ABR did approve something that was vinyl.  Mr. 

Lorek indicated that there are several mentions of vinyl.  Mr. Gorski asked if there was an item 

approved for this specific project that involves some kind of vinyl material.  Mr. Nash indicated that 

during the last meeting Mr. Martin indicated that vinyl is not an approved buildable material.  After 

reviewing the minutes of the April 12th meeting a motion was made: Chair Tomasch motioned to 

approve the rail system is to be square white vinyl balusters and everyone approved that motion.  Mr. 

Stibich indicated that vinyl was approved for the balusters, which is the front porch area.  Mr. Nash 

indicated that it was an approved buildable material.   Mr. Stibich indicated that Mr. Lorek also 

indicated that the guidelines also mention vinyl.  Mr. Lorek replied that their standards of review 

reference the design guidelines which is all that he has and was approved by the city in 1995.  In the 

guidelines there are loose mentioning’s of vinyl being approved for specific things, or saying that 

aluminum clad is the preferred product under windows so again being a novice to building he relies 

on his building to review the city’s document and he did not know he had to come back to ABR 

because if we would have known we would have done that.   

 

Mrs. Tomasch indicated that she feels that ABR is responsible for not having pushed having more 

current guidelines, she feels that is negligent on the board’s part and the city’s part.  Regardless they 

need to be amended and updated.  She does agree that someone coming into the City cannot read the 

guidelines and see that vinyl windows are prohibited because it is not listed that way.  She also feels 

that this is an independent company taking on an enormous project and she does not want to see them 

fail which she mentioned in the report she sent to Council.  She believes at this point it is cost 

prohibitive to expect them to remove their windows and replace them with what we would prefer to 

see replaced with.  She does not feel that the ABR can say this without loosing all sense of integrity 

but Council does have the right to overturn our decision but we cannot and hold our heads up and say 

that the next person coming through will abide by this law, if its been overturned by the board, which 

means we can say or do anything we please today and change our mind tomorrow.  The Board cannot 

do that.  She does wish that the applicant did not put the windows in but it is what it is.  

 

Mr. Fenrich asked if Mrs. Tomasch is suggesting that Council give the applicant a one-time 

exemption.  Mrs. Tomasch replied yes, she is.  Mr. Fenrich asked what would keep this one-time 

exemption from becoming a one-time precedent.  Mrs. Tomasch asked what is to keep someone from 

agreeing to putting in aluminum clad all wood window and then installing vinyl clad windows, it 
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happens.  Mr. Fenrich asked if the applicant is given an exemption how long will it take the ABR to 

close the loopholes in the guidelines.  Mrs. Tomasch asked if Council was willing to help as we could 

get it done in a month.  She stated that the consultant who was hired to re-write the guidelines has a 

cost of $5,000 but she does not know if that was paid.  She does not know why this whole discussion 

about the need to re-write and getting it done just disappeared.  Mr. Fenrich stated that when he 

reviewed the window portion of the guidelines a big portion is how to repair the windows.  Mrs. 

Tomasch indicated that these were done regarding preservation.   

 

Mr. Fenrich indicated that there is already a precedent set regarding vinyl windows in the Vanyos 

house.  Mrs. Tomasch indicated that Council overturned the ABR’s decision.  Mr. Fenrich stated that 

he is inclined to agree that Mr. Lorek should receive an exemption and allow the windows to remain.  

He looked at the windows and does not believe there is anything wrong with the windows but he 

would like to see the guidelines clarified.  Mrs. Tomasch replied that she would to and Council has to 

remember that there is a process. The board does not know everything that the Department of Interior 

said which is why a consultant was hired.  Mr. Fenrich stated that as long as we maintain our 

historical correctness, we are still eligible for grants and low interest loans for people that have 

historic homes.  If we give an exemption will that affect any other programs.  Mrs. Tomasch replied 

that it would not affect it.  She stated that the Heritage Home Loan Program will not pay for vinyl 

windows and she called and asked specifically if they would approve an all wood vinyl clad window 

and the answer she received was absolutely not, it is not the Department of Interior Standards.  She 

asked why because money is an issue for all of us.  She stated that the board has people coming in 

with a request to install an all vinyl window and they do not understand why the board requests that 

they install a window that costs a minimum of five times more than an inexpensive vinyl window.  

The answer she received from the Heritage Home Loan Program, which is administered by the 

Cleveland Restoration Society, was vinyl windows over time, particularly a large span, tends to crack 

or wrinkle around large panes of glass, tends to fade if they are dark colored, most of the windows 

have no more than a 10 year guarantee.  One of the statements in the general guidelines is that 

businesses come in and build something and when the economy fails they walk away from it, that 

built inventory will not get changed, changes are some entrepreneur will come in and start from 

scratch so the whole idea of preservation is not just maintaining the appearance but creating 

something with longevity that can remain throughout the years.  Mr. Stibich stated that Mr. Fenrich 

indicated that the vinyl clad wood window holds up well.  Mr. Fenrich indicated that he cannot say 

that he has not seen cracking in isolated cases, but everything is isolated, you will get a bad apple out 

of every bunch somewhere along the line.  He stated that a solid vinyl windows warps and eventually 

when you raise the window up and down it gets sticky in the track and the bottom rail comes down 

and the top rail goes up but this will not happen with the wood.  He did state earlier that part of the 

reason was the growth rings on the new pine as opposed to the old growth pine.  He stated that vinyl 

is not as quite as strong as aluminum in holding it in place but he does not see anything wrong with 

the windows at the steakhouse.  He looked at the windows and his experience with the vinyl clad has 

not been anything different.  

 

Mr. Gorski indicated that he has an immense amount of respect for Mrs. Tomasch and her expertise 

on these issues and knows that she knows a lot more than he does.  Similarly, she previously 

mentioned that we as a Council would be upset if the ABR board made a decision that was not within 

their jurisdiction to do and he can say as a member of this Council that yes that would be correct.  So, 

he does respect Mrs. Tomasch respect for this process and how these issues are to move forward.  He 

stated that Mr. Lorek’s presentation mentioned that the library building itself has not been compliant 

with historical guidelines at least before they moved in and asked if the ABR board was aware of that 
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statement.  Mrs. Tomasch replied definitely.  She indicated that ABR has only had guidelines in place 

since 1998, we have had an ABR board since 1989, but in order to have a historic district of any kind 

you have to go through the State which is a representative of the national government and meet their 

criteria.  Among that criteria is having an inventory completed of the buildings in your town.  Of 

those buildings a certain percentage have to be called “contributing.” Buildings that have been 

muddled or are brand new are “non-contributing” but a certain percentage have to be contributing as 

the library is in order to establish a historic district.  Mr. Gorski stated that the library was 

contributing to the historical district in spite of the vinyl windows.  Mrs. Tomasch replied yes.  She 

believes primarily because of its story and not too much its appearance.  Mr. Gorski indicated that he 

believes it is difficult as the chair of the ABR to come before Council and say that she sees it is not 

cost effective and a compromise that has to be made.  Mrs. Tomasch indicated that she has been on 

the board for a number of years and feels that this was one of the hardest issues the board has dealt 

with and it is because we really do care about this business being successful.  We are also charged 

with the responsibility of maintaining the history of this city and how do you make this work.   

 

Mr. Stibich indicated that Mrs. Tomasch stated that residents have appeared before the board and find 

out that they currently have vinyl now and they want to tear it down and put more vinyl on.  Mrs. 

Tomasch replied that they cannot.  They can paint the vinyl or try and restore the vinyl but when you 

live in a historic district once you remove the vinyl it cannot go back on.  Mr. Stibich stated that to 

Mr. Lorek’s credit so much that he has done has been spot on.  Mrs. Tomasch replied right.  

 

Ms. Duncan stated that 32 years ago she replaced her aluminum windows, which were less than 10 

years old, with vinyl clad Anderson’s, but she does not live in the historic and they look fine.  She 

stated that she reviewed the National Park Service website, and asked that ABR please update the 

regulations because the National Park Service website is quite specific on replacing windows with 

wood metal clad. It also states that if you cannot fix what is already there, then you can replace them 

but this is how you replace them.  If what was there needs to be changed, such as in a large picture 

window in the front which was used for book displays, and now it is two or three separate windows in 

the front and the big picture window that was there would never have been around in 1820. She 

believes what they are doing is quite good but ABR needs to get those changed so there is not doubt.  

The current guidelines are too difficult to go through; all of this it needs to be easier.   

 

Mr. Gorski indicated that it is not 100% ABR responsibility and he agrees with that.  He stated that a 

couple of years ago an appeal was filed and the topic again was vinyl windows and believes that 

Council overturned that decision.  We as a Council and administration kind of dropped the ball on 

following up on that issue.  He does remember that this was something that was discussed in 2017.  

To that end it is incumbent upon us and the administration and the ABR to work in concert with one 

another to get that together.  Ms. Duncan replied and to put the costs into the budget.  Mrs. Tomasch 

indicated that it is time but we are also volunteers.  Mr. Stibich indicated that if we looked at this 

project two years ago and we are almost complete it should be that much easier to finalize.  Mr. Lorek 

indicated that he would be willing to help the board as he believes a business point of view is 

desperately needed for each to survive.  Again, we could argue all day long about vinyl clad versus 

aluminum clad and the appropriateness.  He believes that a business owner sharing information to tell 

her board what business owners are up against financially and reviewing materials and the speed in 

which decisions have to be made in the business world they will get a better understanding of how 

these guidelines should be written. He feels there should be someone helping because the history is 

important.  He went into the project knowing that importance as he grew up in Doc Adams house and 

is aware of the importance of a historical building. Again, this also needs to be business friendly. He 
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would love to do something behind the Junction with the old fire station but is reluctant because he 

gets lumped into the historical aspect which is a different ballgame but if he knows the guidelines and 

playing field he could make good business decisions.  Mr. Fenrich indicated that he understands time 

scheduling even waiting for an inspection sometimes throws you off, especially when the city had 

Safebuilt as they only worked certain days of the week, which is a minor delay compared to this 

issue.   Mrs. Tomasch indicated that she would welcome Mr. Lorek’s help.  She would remind him 

that these are not decisions the ABR board makes, we do not determine what we like or do not like, 

these decisions are written by the Department of Interior or the National Park Service but the 

perspective would be very helpful.   

 

Mr. Stibich indicated that the Law Director gave him a copy of the historic guidelines that the city 

uses and it does state in the very first paragraph the purpose.  It states “the guidelines are generally in 

the form of suggestions and recommendations” and that is something to keep in mind.  Mrs. Tomasch 

indicated that those are the general guidelines but when you get down to the historic district you 

cannot move forward without a Certificate of Appropriateness or it is denied and that meant nothing 

to her until she realized that appropriate means accepted.  Mr. Stibich indicated that these are the 

historic guidelines.  Mrs. Tomasch replied that they are not really written as suggestions anymore.   

 

Mr. Stibich indicated that he is unsure if Council is contemplating modification of the decision.  Mr. 

Gorski indicated that based on what the decision was that Council would have to modify in some 

capacity because to approve or reject he does not feel would be specific enough.  Mr. Stibich 

indicated that the legislation that will be presented to Council is to approve the decision of ABR, no 

vinyl windows, the second option is to reverse the decision of the ABR and allow the vinyl windows 

and the third is to modify the decision in some way.  He stated that one of the suggestions is rather 

than delaying Mr. Lorek keep the windows as they are and replace over time.  It is still an expense 

and could be impractical but it is an option that will allow the business to begin running.  

 

Mr. Fenrich indicated that they will be installing stone over the flange so you will not replace those 

windows.  He would be more inclined to give a one-time exemption for this project and update the 

guidelines and would be willing to help update those guidelines.  Mr. Fenrich asked if Council could 

vote this evening.  Mr. Bemer indicated that he does not see anything in the codified’s that state this 

must be voted on by legislation.   

 

Mr. Fenrich moved to reverse the Architectural Review Board’s decision to allow all wood vinyl 

clad windows at the Old Library Steakhouse; Mr. Munteanu seconded.   

 

Mr. Gorski asked if Council is permitted to make a motion during a Special Council meeting.  Mr. 

Bemer replied yes.  Poll: 6 ayes; 1 nay (Stibich). Motion carried.  

 

Mr. Gorski moved to adjourn; Ms. Duncan seconded.  Poll: 7 ayes; 0 nays. Motion carried.  

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:06 p.m.  

 

 

 

              ____________________________ 

Paul Stibich, Council President  Angela Mancini, Clerk of Council 


